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Ardrossan Park Parish Church 
CYBER MAGAZINE – EDITION 1 

  

 
   

 
  

C y b e r  M a g a z i n e  
Covid-19 
As our Church, like all others, 

is not open for worship nor can 

our groups meet, and as time 

goes by with no real light at 

the end of the tunnel, we hope 

to bring you an online 

magazine that we hope keeps 

you connected to our Church. 

C h u r c h  W e b s i t e  
Moderator Messages 
Have you visited our Church 

website and viewed the latest 

video messages from our 

Moderator or Locum? Visit 

www.ardrossanparkchurch.org 

F a c e b o o k  
Social Media 
Our facebook page is 

updated regularly so why 

not search Ardrossan 

Park Church and keep up 

to date on the very latest 

news. 
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Hello, it’s us again!    We thought you might like to hear what we were involved in before the lockdown! 

 

We had a visit from Bernard, the Manager at Whiteleys Retreat in Alloway.    Whiteleys provides short 
therapeutic breaks for children with cancer or life altering illness and their families. 

 

Bernard explained that Whiteleys offers amazing spaces for the whole family to enjoy and explore, both 
on the doorstep and in the surrounding area.   The breaks are complemented with a variety of animal, 
art, horticultural, holistic, music and recreational therapies.  He told us about the various animals they 
have – llamas and goats amongst them. 

 

They are planning to create a Sensory Play Barn, Outdoor recreational areas, and Woodland pathed 
walks.  

 

He said we could visit if we liked and perhaps we may take him up on this invitation and visit as a 
Lighthouse Kids outing. 

 

We gave him a cheque for £150 which came from our Tuppeny Tubs so we have you good people to 
thank for that.  We asked him for a collection can and we will put it on the table in the vestibule when 
we are allowed back in our Church so if you can spare any cash at any time you can be assured it will 
go to a very worthy cause.  

 

If we do visit in the future we will tell you all about our day out. 

 

Take care, stay safe and stay home! 

 

The Lighthouse Kids 

  

 

 

FROM THE LIGHTHOUSE KIDS 
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Prayer 
 

Lord, in a word turned upside down, where daily life is far 

from normal, we come to You, the One from whom our help 

comes, the One who is the same yesterday, today and 

forever. We pray for all who feel abandoned or isolated 

because of the emergency we are going through. Help us in 

these difficult times to be good neighbours, to reach out in 

love to our neighbours in our communities and beyond.  

Lord, You said “By this everyone will know that You are my 

disciples, if you have love for one another”.  

We give thanks for all, who by their acts of love, kindness, 

and selfless service, are standing by their neighbours, 

especially in these challenging times. 

Amen 

 

Traidcraft 
 
Like many similar organisations, Traidcraft is continuing to operate, even if some of the staff are 
working from home. 
 
It is important that we continue to support fair trade and Traidcraft at the present time when many 
of our suppliers in the ‘developing world’ are also living in the shadow of the virus and struggling to 
survive. 
 
However, as our monthly stalls are ‘on hold’ at the moment until we can again be in Church, me 
and the family are eating our way through the biscuits and any ‘time sensitive’ items, until we can 
restock and go forward. 
 
But my stock of rice, dates and other items (including hand sanitising wash) have a ‘best by 2021’ 
date on them.   And I am continuing to supply tea to some of our regular customers. 
 
I also have a ‘wee’ supply of toilet rolls which I purchased from Traidcraft when we were ‘caught 
short’ locally.   I would be happy to supply same in return for a ‘wee’ donation to Traidcraft. 
 
Remember, Traidcraft is aid thru’ trade.   Janet, Jean and me hope to be able to see you all again 
soon – in Church. 
 
Ron Lavalette 
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LOCKDOWN 
 

My name is Emily and I am 12 years old, right now my school, rehearsal space, and creative 

thoughts are all in my home. Luckily the weather has blessed us with lots of sun so I can go out 

cycles and walks with my family. The thing is when you are my age, all your experiences, 

emotions and mindset are birthed by friends and family close and far, but when you can no 

longer see them, it’s up to you, and with help from those in your home to get on with things. The 

lockdown is all about trust, we need to trust our friends and relative, trust that the experts are 

directing us the right way and trust the scientists will find a vaccine to make us all safe. I have 

been trying to keep busy and have been painting and drawing, practicing my violin and piano as 

well as baking with my mum and learning to play the ukulele with my dad and sister Jasmine. Im 

so glad to have the internet! This enables me to keep in contact with my school so they can send 

me work and challenges to do and keep my mind active and still learning. The internet has also 

been great for keeping in touch with friends and relatives in this difficult time, I also have to tell 

myself to stay positive and know that we will get through this. This year I am going to high school 

and I have to believe that my friends will still be close and the transition will go smoothly even 

after this long absence. Finally my family has been out every week to show our appreciation to 

the nhs for all the work they are doing for us and I hope that everyone is staying safe. 

 

Emily 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F538180224191516933%2F&psig=AOvVaw3Dkg7fKgf2rZM28R5WqUIL&ust=1590851195037000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOiNp-Ks2ekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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Just a year ago, the Summer Bazaar was taking place…. 

 

 

  

Murray Gee Mac 

opened the 

Bazaar, and 

Reece O’Hanlon 

entertained 

everyone, all in 

glorious 

sunshine! 

 

Plans were in place for 

another Bazaar this year, but 

like many other events, we 

can only wonder what might 

have been… 
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FAIR TRADE FORUM 
 
My name is Ross Isdale and I am the Development Manager for the Scottish Fair Trade Forum. We are a grassroots 
charity working to engage all levels of Scottish society on all matters Fair Trade - from the private sector, educational 
institutions and the broader public to local councils and government, the third sector and faith groups. 
 
I am unfortunately emailing on behalf of Fair Trade enterprises across Scotland who are seeking support amid the current 
challenging circumstances. With sales of Fair Trade items now drying up, the Global Covid-19 Pandemic has brought 
several to their knees and into emergency mode, with many struggling to meet existing financial commitments. Some are 
looking at 12 months just to recover; others are teetering on the brink of closure. Unsurprisingly, their devotion to Fair 
Trade has, and will not, waiver. As the situation becomes increasingly bleak for those in developing countries however, 
farmers and workers are telling us they need Fair Trade relationships with Scottish suppliers now more than ever.  
 
As the membership network for Fair Trade in Scotland, we remain committed to supporting these local businesses to 
ensure producers in developing countries continue to be paid fairly, given decent working conditions, fair terms for trade 
and a viable and direct route to market. In response to this situation, we have launched an important fundraising 
campaign through Crowdfunder.co.uk.  
 
The Church of Scotland has routinely supported the Fair Trade movement strongly and has encouraged its congregations 
and members to use and buy Fair Trade wherever possible. I am therefore reaching out to ask if it would be possible for 
the Ardrossan Presbytery to support, promote and forward this appeal throughout your parishes, helping us support our 
Fair Trade businesses in their time of need. I will leave the relevant links below in case you are able to help: 
 
Crowdfunder: https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/support-our-fair-trade-suppliers 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/FairTradeNation/posts/3139600866083243 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/FairTradeNation/status/1262311420995219457 
 
 
Please also do not hesitate to get in touch, should you require any more information. 
 
Take care and best wishes, 
Ross 
 
Ross Isdale 
Development Manager 
 
Scottish Fair Trade Forum 
 
 
Due to the Coronavirus pandemic, we are currently unable to access our office. Please contact us by email until further 
notice. 
 
 
Robertson House 
152 Bath Street 
Glasgow 
G2 4TB 
 
Tel: +44 (0)141 353 5611 
Mobile: +44 (0)7443 764421 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Scottish Fair Trade Forum is a registered Scottish charity, number SC039883, and a Scottish registered company, 
number SC337384. 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fcrowdfunder.co.uk%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C54aaf2bb1c5a44c07aee08d7fdce4ff6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637256934860174006&sdata=A75C%2BbpmfqF%2F113AZwkt1TDZHjUJpxiPr9tpnZc4XFA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.crowdfunder.co.uk%2Fsupport-our-fair-trade-suppliers&data=02%7C01%7C%7C54aaf2bb1c5a44c07aee08d7fdce4ff6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637256934860174006&sdata=sRuHr274fTdkrG6%2B2r%2BI6W1ldW6LdLBGAWFg2GVkqoE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FFairTradeNation%2Fposts%2F3139600866083243&data=02%7C01%7C%7C54aaf2bb1c5a44c07aee08d7fdce4ff6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637256934860174006&sdata=vTz4fI8ZGxM8TTsEFRcAj9hYbBF1PWZ7tsCt9ZJuPso%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FFairTradeNation%2Fstatus%2F1262311420995219457&data=02%7C01%7C%7C54aaf2bb1c5a44c07aee08d7fdce4ff6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637256934860184001&sdata=ogV9sGV6SruCM%2FuTECjkzd6Iz82ZKrkgToip3TAvDbE%3D&reserved=0
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FROM OUR LOCUM 
Hello Everyone 
  
I hope this finds you all safe and well. 
 
This has been a very difficult time, particularly for those who have felt isolated and those in hospital or 
with loved ones in hospital.  It has been a harrowing time for those who have been bereaved.  It is a 
challenging time even without the added restrictions imposed by the current situation and I ask for 
your prayers for all those so affected. 
 
It has been difficult adjusting our lifestyles. We have been restricted to only seeing the grandchildren 
via i pads and phones. Two and three year olds cannot understand what is going on and we have had 
to watch our coming up six month old grandson growing up rapidly at a distance when he is only four 
miles up the road.  Not being able to enjoy family meals at home or outside is frustrating. 
 
I was trying to think of positives and there are some. It has brought us into a greater appreciation of 
what we have.  I’m actually quite glad, don’t tell anyone, that Vivien and I don’t have to go out to 
evening meetings, something that we did a lot.  Also, it has been a chance to catch up on reading, 
watching all those boxsets that were given as presents and haven’t had the time to watch and in 
Vivien’s case doing jigsaws or in my case playing an old football management game. 
 
We are all, of course missing Church on a Sunday morning and the times of fellowship. However, this 
lockdown has taught us to think of ‘Church’ in a different way. We have tuned in online to services and 
in Park we are planning to extend what Alan and I are putting up on the website.  We hope, as I write, 
to involve more people and to include music and more prayer. 
  
Vivien and I have been hooking up to the West Kilbride Parish Church Services on a Sunday morning 
and have found new ways of listening.  One day Vivien was listening while she was knitting while I 
was peeling potatoes. 
 
The Church was never intended to refer to a building but the people of God. The word ‘Church’ comes 
from the Greek ‘Ekrlesia’ which means called out ones or ‘congregation’. While it will be great to 
resume our Services in the building, we can learn so much about worship and what it means to be a 
Church from this present situation. 
 
I leave you with words from Psalm 46 ‘God is our refuge and our strength, an ever present help in 
trouble.  Therefore we will not fear’. 
 
Take care and God bless,  

 

 

Andrew 
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Jack, Isla and James Coutts 
Dear All at Park Church,  

 

Its now been over 2 months since we were last at church and at the Lighthouse Kids, can’t 

believe its been that long. Everything is very strange for us now, Dad here all the time now 

working from home, Mum not working anymore, we can’t go to school anymore, everywhere is 

closed, can’t go out anywhere or see any of our friends.  

 

We’ve been trying to keep busy by doing our schoolwork, which isn’t always easy, doing some 

baking, having movie nights, playing outside in the garden, swimming in the hot tub, playing 

games and playing the xbox (that’s Jack).  

 

We are sad about what’s happening all over the world just now and are glad of all the people 

that are working very hard to help others and make things better.  We do hope that things will 

get better soon, and we can get back to doing all the things that we used to do and really miss.   

Us and Mum are missing Park Church very much, we’re missing coming into the church first to 

see everyone and going then to the Lighthouse Kids.  Miss seeing all the Sunday School teachers 

and all our friends.  Particularly missing sweetie time, hugs with Mrs Morrison and the biscuits 

after the service.  James is really missing running around the church entertaining everyone, 

every time we walk past the church, he says “no Sunday School, church closed, that’s sad”.  

We hope everyone and all your families are well, and we look forward to seeing you all again soon 

at our church.  

 

Love Jack, Isla & James Coutts  

Xxxxx 
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The Day The World Changed - Riley George Beattie, 11 
Something happened to the world today, 

A nasty bug called Covid came to stay. 

They told us to wash our hands and it might go away, 

But it was not enough to keep the bug at bay. 

 

Lockdown was scary, it made me cry, 

I did not want anyone I knew to die. 

Schools were closed, and shops shut too, 

At first I gave a big woohoo! 

But then we were told to stay at home, 

And soon I began to moan and groan. 

 

Homeschooling started and my mum tried her best, 

But she is not as good as my teacher, I must confess. 

Being with my family keeps me safe and well, 

But sometimes I feel like I'm living in a cell. 

An hour of exercise we are allowed every day, 

Sometimes it takes my sad feelings away. 

 

We clap on a Thursday for the NHS, 

To show them we know they are trying their best. 

Scientists are trying to find a cure, 

I am hoping for it soon but I am not so sure. 

 

I wish it was over and it was all like before, 

I will make sure I see my family much much more. 

I will never forget the day the world changed, 

The memories I have will always remain. 
 

 

Riley Beattie is Margaret Massie’s great-nephew who lives in Arbroath.   
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THANK YOU! 

  

I would like to say a huge thankyou to all 
the people who have taken me to 
woodland view to see Clark. Also to all the 
people who have visited Clark and for the 
phone calls, cards etc asking about Clark.  
 
Clark has been transferred to ward 2 at 
woodland view. It is a long term ward.  We 
are able to have video calls to Clark so 
that is a very good facility.  
 
Thankyou all so much. I feel truly blessed 
that I have so many wonderful friends who 
have been so faithful at this very difficult 
time.  
Margaret Massie 
 

 

Thanking all for lovely flowers, cards, 
phone calls I received on my recent 
hospital stay.   A big Thank You to 
Aileen Wallace for all her help and 
unfailing attention. 

 

Robert H. Frew 

 

 
Thank You! 

 
Davy and I would like to thank the 
Church for the lovely flowers we 
received after Davy’s stay in hospital.   
I’m glad to say he has made a good 
recovery.    Once again many thanks. 
 

Margaret Hamilton 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F499688521129619019%2F&psig=AOvVaw1GPUgce3fMPXOATUdNxydL&ust=1590852558866000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJCGl-Gx2ekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABBZ
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RAINBOWS AND BROWNIES 
 
Our Rainbows and Brownies have been working on their badgework at home. They have completed 
things such as building their own obstacle course, creating a recycling superhero, designing Easter 
cards and eggs, building a den and lots of other crafts and activities. While doing this they have 
earned badges such as their "to cook for school", "spring challenge", "agility" and "helper".  
 
On 4th March our girls took part in a sponsored bounce and raised over £880. The girls decided to 
donate over £100 to Downs Syndrome Association to fund their odd socks for Downs Syndrome 
Awareness Day which was on the 21st March. The girls wore their odd socks on the 21st to show 
support for those with Downs Syndrome.  
 
The girls are enjoying all the work we are putting in to keep them occupied during this outbreak and 
are getting through their activities. We have set our 18 girls over 22 challenges which in total have 
been completed over 110 times.  
 
We hope to see everyone again in the near future and hope everyone stays safe.  
 
Kerry Elliott 
3rd Ardrossan Rainbows and Brownies  
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FROM OUR MODERATOR 
 
 
The shepherd, the sheep and the pasture 
 
Sometimes people refer to a Christian minister or priest as a “pastor”. As you probably know, the word 
“pastor” is Latin for the English word “shepherd”. I think people started to call church leaders “pastors” 
because at the end of John’s gospel, Jesus told Simon Peter to “feed my sheep”.  
 
A few years ago I read a book by a well-known Church of Scotland minister. It was called, “The Work 
of the Pastor”, and of course it was about what a minister ought to be doing in his or her parish. In my 
experience, church members think that the minister’s main pastoral work should be about visiting 
people, in home or in hospital. However, the writer of “The Work of the Pastor” emphasised “feeding 
the sheep”, and explained that means teaching the people about Jesus and encouraging them to read 
the Bible and pray not just at Sunday worship but also at home.  
 
Of course, that is especially important just now when we can’t meet on Sundays in our church 
building, so I encourage you to think about the Bible passages that we would have been preaching 
from if things were as they used to be until March 23rd. Andrew Bruce, our locum, and I have been 
using the Revised Common Lectionary, which is a list of Bible readings appropriate to the season of 
the Christian year. The seasons are Advent (leading up Christmas), Epiphany (after Christmas until 
Lent), Lent (leading up to Easter), the weeks from Easter to Ascension Sunday, and Pentecost (the 
weeks after Pentecost Sunday, all the way until the last Sunday before Advent). Along the way there 
are other special Sundays such as Harvest Thanksgiving, Remembrance and so on.  
 
Each Sunday has four readings: an Old Testament passage; a Psalm; a Gospel passage; and 
another reading from the New Testament. There is a three year cycle, so that over twelve years the 
preacher who chose a different reading each time could end up with more than 2000 sermons, 
exploring almost the whole Bible! (Having read that, you’re probably praying that lockdown will end 
sooner rather than later).  
 
I’m going to provide a list of readings for the Sundays of June, July and August for the first of the three 
year cycle (it’s cleverly called “Year A”). I suggest that you read the passages, from a printed Bible or 
from one of the many translations available on the internet, and then think about the connections 
between them. You’ll find that at this time of the Christian year, the NT passage which is not a Gospel 
is about the growth of the young Church. To prompt your thinking you could use the worship 
resources available on the Church of Scotland website, or just search online for a particular reading.  
Here are the readings. I hope you will find them interesting and helpful – still waters and green pasture 
(Psalm 23).   
 
Your Interim Moderator,  
 
Alan Ward  
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BIBLE READING PLAN 
 
 

June 7th  Genesis 1: 1 – 2 and v 4 
  Psalm 8 
  2 Corinthians 13: 11 – 13 
  St Matthew 28: 16 – 20  
 
June 14th  Genesis 18: 1 – 15 
  Psalm 116: 1 – 2, 12 – 19 
  Romans 5: 1 – 8  
  St Matthew 9: 35 – 10: 8 
 
 
June 21st  Genesis 21: 8 – 21 
  Psalm 86 
  Romans: 6: 1 – 11 
  St Matthew 10: 24 – 39  
 
June 28th  Genesis 22: 1 – 14 
  Psalm 13 
  Romans 6: 12 – 23 
  St Matthew 10: 40 – 42 
 
July 5th               Genesis 24: 34 – 67  
  Psalm 45 
  Romans 7: 15 – 25 
  St Matthew 11: 16 – 30  
 
July 12th  Genesis 25: 19 – 34 
  Psalm 119: 105 – 112 
  Romans 8: 1 – 11 
  St Matthew 13: 1 – 9, 18 – 23 
 
July 19th  Genesis 28: 10 – 19 
  Psalm 139 
  Romans 8: 12 – 25  
  St Matthew 13: 24 – 43  
 

July 26th Genesis 29: 15 – 28  
  Psalm 105  
  Romans 8: 26 – 39  
  St Matthew 13: 31 – 33, 44 – 52  
 
August 2nd  Genesis 32: 22 – 31 
  Psalm 17 
  Romans 9: 1 – 5  
  Matthew 14: 13 – 21  
 
August 9th  Genesis 37: 1 – 14 
  Psalm 105: 1 – 6, 16 – 22 
  Romans 10: 5 – 15 
  St Matthew 14: 22 – 33 
 
August 16th  Genesis 45: 1 – 15 
  Psalm 133 
  Romans 11: 1 – 2, 29 – 32  
  St Matthew 15: 21 – 28  
 
August 23rd  Exodus 1: 8 – 2: 10 
  Psalm 124 
  Romans 12: 1- 8  
  St Matthew 16: 13 – 20  
 
August 30th  Exodus 3: 1 – 15  
  Psalm 105: 1 – 6, 23 – 26  
  Romans 12: 9 – 21 
  St Matthew 16: 21 – 28   
 

 
 

 
    

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2F215ministry.com%2Fsimple-bible-reading-plan%2F&psig=AOvVaw316vAMT0SPUauOuWx9-IWT&ust=1590860548836000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJiRppDQ2ekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAT
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Community Spirit 
 
Covid 19 – a global pandemic which has brought out the worst attributes in people and the best 
attributes in people. Initially, we witnessed panic-buying, stock-piling of food and cleaning materials.   
We watched as the panic grew and the ‘me society’ was in full swing displaying selfishness with little 
regard for folks who had to buy from week-to-week. 
 
However, as lockdown bit, gradually the good in most took over and we have observed incredible 
acts of kindness. Children and adults have found unique ways of occupying their time while fund-
raising for vulnerable groups and charities. Community spirit has come to the forefront and, with this 
in mind, I thought I would share with you my first observations of community spirit in action.   Can I 
say I was not aware the following actions had a label (community spirit) - I thought it was the morn. 
 
I was born at the end of the Second World War, the third of a family of five children. My father was a 
bauxite miner who worked in a bauxite mine – no work, no pay!   My mother did not go out to work but 
she was a wonderful homemaker – good cook, baker and talented dressmaker. 
 
As I grew up ‘community spirit’ was displayed on a daily basis. We had a huge garden which my Dad 
tended daily, summer and winter - the elder boys joining him for one hour every night after school.   
Every evening my Dad took the ‘veggie basket’, asked my Mum what she wanted for next day’s 
dinner, went into the garden and collected the potatoes, turnip, carrots or onions etc. But he didn’t just 
feed the seven of us, ‘a pickling’ as he called it, was handed over the fence to the two old ladies who 
lived next door and a ‘boiling’ sent across the road to Cissy, a woman with six children whose 
husband was killed in a pit accident (no compensation then). 
 
My paternal grandparents had passed away before I was born. My maternal grandparents lived in 
Canada - no hugs or kisses but their love was ever present by their actions. 
 
How excited we kids would be when a parcel arrived from Canada but not only us kids, the 
neighbours’ kids and the local farmers’ wives were clapping their hands. These parcels usually 
contained sweeties and catering size tins of fruit – apples, pears, peaches and maple syrup. Dad 
would give the farmer’s wives some tinned fruit – we all knew how good these women were at making 
pies, tarts and crumbles etc – all great food for the farmhands. In return, we were supplied with eggs 
and the odd chicken. The parcels also contained large tins of cooking fat – all the kids - neighbours’ 
and ourselves - enjoyed chips that night! Community spirit would again be displayed when we would 
receive a whole case of Canadian apples. The box was taken to the local country primary school 
where all the children would be given an apple or two. Sharing and taking care of each other was ‘the 
name of the game’. This game was not stock-piling food, baby milk and -  better than treasury gold – 
toilet roll. 
 
When I think toilet roll, I remember a little five-year-old girl who was in our care while her mother was 
in hospital having her little brother. Soft toilet tissue had just come on the market and following a visit 
to the toilet, the child announced to my Mum “I really like your toilet roll, Aunty Jessie, it fairly gets into 
all the little corners!” The innocence of a child! Mind you, soft tissue was not as good as Izal to use as 
tracing paper! 
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My Mum’s dressmaking skills were put to good use – Easter Sunday rigouts, Christmas Party dresses 
– and the village women benefitted by getting their curtains run-up, their alterations done – all free of 
charge. 
 
I’m sure many of you will have similar memories of your childhood and mine appear to be mainly 
about food. A teacher once asked me if I could choose what was in the pot at the end of a rainbow, 
what would I choose?   My answer now would be – the means to ensure no child would ever 
experience hunger. 
 
With food in mind, keep nurturing your ‘community spirit’ and remember you can donate to North 
Ayrshire Foodbank in your local supermarket. 
 
Keep safe! 
 
Valerie Marshall 
 

 
 
 

Baby and Toddler Group 
 

The Park Church Baby and Toddler Group, like all Church activities, came to a sudden halt in March.   
Many of the children who attended will be going onto Nursery once the schools are up and running.    
As we won't get an opportunity to wish them well for the future in person I'm limited to share our good 
wishes in this magazine. 
 

It has been a joy to watch you flourish in confidence and hope we have gone some way to send you on 
your way to Nursery ready to meet the next stage towards school.  We at the Playgroup will miss you 
but hope we will be kept up to date with your progress. 
 

It is not yet clear what will happen with the Playgroup but if we will be up and running again, I will update 
you on the Ardrossan Park Parish Church facebook page.   We take children (and their carers, parents, 
grandparents etc.) from birth to 3 years.   If you are interested in coming along to the Group it will be 
on each Monday and Friday, 9.30am to 11.30am. This is a community group and is open to everyone. 
 

Sheila Black 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fquotesgram.com%2Fchristian-quotes-encouragement-god%2F&psig=AOvVaw2FEyMruz1GWMbwoAFrPr4w&ust=1590863146565000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIi0rJ7Z2ekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAQ
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GIRLS BRIGADE 
You might recall that our girls took part in a sponsored Kangaroo Hop to raise funds for those affected 

by the Australian Bush fires earlier this year (it seems such a long time ago now!). We were able to 

send £350 ($AU500) to the St Vincent De Paul Society in Australia and we also helped to protect 3 

koalas which the girls have named as Lola the Koala (for the Explorers), Arran-Bru (for the Juniors) 

and Dumbo-Gumbo (for the Brigaders). 

As the coronavirus outbreak started to take hold our last two meetings with the girls were given over 

to giving the girls time and space to talk about it all, their fears and their worries. Some girls were 

upset because grown-ups had said they’d never see their grandparents again. Others were just so 

anxious about it all. We finished both of the nights with the girls feeling a bit better about it all, and we 

stressed to them the importance of words – that Girls Brigade wasn’t being cancelled, it was just 

being postponed. And that meant that we would be together again, even if we didn’t know when that 

would be. But we would be together again.  

On a lighter and personal note the end of our session would have seen me complete my 20th year as 

Captain of our Company. I have no idea where the years have gone, but I have had a fantastic time 

all thanks to each and every one of all of our girls, leaders and supporters over those years. I don’t 

know what the future holds for our Company but I know that with God’s help we will find a way to 

move forward and face a bright future where our girls can learn and grow into fabulous young women 

just as the hundreds of girls who have been members of 1st Ardrossan Company have done before. 

 

Linda Morrison 

Captain 
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How the virus stole Easter 
 

Twas late in ’19 when the virus began 
Bringing chaos and fear to all people, each land 

People were sick, hospitals full, 
Doctors o’erwhelmed, no one in school. 

 
As winter gave way to the promise of spring 

The virus raged on touching peasant and king. 
People hid in their homes from the enemy unseen 

They you-tubed and zoomed, distanced and cleaned. 
 

April approached and churches were closed 
“There won’t be an Easter” the world supposed 

And Holy Week started as bleak as the rest 
The world was focused on masks and on tests. 

“Easter can’t happen this year.” They proclaimed 
“Online and at home it just won’t be the same”. 

 
Maunday Thursday, Good Friday the days came and went 

The virus pressed on it just would not relent. 
The world woke on Sunday and nothing had changed 

The virus still menaced, the people estranged. 
Pooh pooh to the saints, the world was grumbling 
They’re finding out now that no Easter is coming! 

 
The world stared around popping its eyes 

Then it shook, what it saw was a shocking surprise 
For each one in each nation, the tall and the small 

Was celebrating Jesus in spite of it all! 
 

It hadn’t stopped Easter from coming – it came! 
Somehow or other, it came just the same. 

It came without bonnets, it came without bunnies 
It came without egg hunts, cantatas or money. 

Then the world thought of something it hadn’t before 
Maybe Easter, it thought, doesn’t come from a store. 

 
The churches are empty but so is the tomb 

And Jesus is victor over death, gloom and doom. 
 

So now this year let this be our prayer 
As the virus still rages around everywhere. 

May the world see hope when it looks at God’s people, 
May the world see the church not a building or steeple 

May the world find faith in Jesus’ death and resurrection 
May the world find joy in a time of dejection 
May 2020 be known as the year of survival 

But not only that  - Let it start a revival 
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CROSSREACH 
 

COVID-19 Emergency Appeal  
The COVID-19 pandemic is affecting everyone and frontline care services face unprecedented 
challenges. The impact of COVID-19 means CrossReach residents can no longer receive visits 
during this worrying time. Staff are also under immense pressure as they continue to provide vital 
support in CrossReach’s residential and non-residential services. The organisation also faces 
challenges as it works to provide Personal Protective Equipment to all front-line staff.  

Your donations will help CrossReach tackle these concerns and continue providing care and support to 

those who use their services. For more information, please visit: bit.ly/COVID-19CrossReach 

 

Personal Protective Equipment 

CrossReach has residential services throughout Scotland. Each one of these services has had to put 
in place additional measures to protect the residents and the staff. All of its residential services are 
home to the people who live there. As part of its ethos, CrossReach is maintaining that home feeling 
as much as possible, while balancing it with the clinical needs of the current pandemic and relatives’ 
expectations to wear PPE. 

Like most care homes and other residential settings, CrossReach services were not set up as clinical 
establishments. Therefore providing the necessary resources to all residential services which includes 
gowns, masks, visors and associated equipment has been at the forefront of their efforts.  

Every week, personal protective equipment is arriving at the CrossReach central distribution site and 
being distributed by a staff team co-opted from other duties. This will be repeated regularly for the 
foreseeable. 
 

 

 

Prayer Cycle 
You may have noticed that on the ‘Order of Service’ each week, we are asked to pray for one of our 
sister Churches in the Presbytery and the Minister of the Charge. Included in the Prayer Cycle, of 
course, are our Outreach Workers, Readers and Students for the Ministry. We also include the works 
of Crossreach in our Prayers. 

The Prayer given in the Prayer Cycle is: 

Save us Lord from being self-centred in our Prayers and teach us to remember to pray for others.   May 
we be so caught up in love for those for whom we pray that we feel their needs as keenly as our own 
and pray for them with imagination, sensitivity and knowledge.   We ask this in Christ’s name. 

Amen.  

 

Ron Lavalette 
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News from the World Council of 

Churches (WCC) 
 

A significant development for the United Church of Zambia has been its moving from a “receiving” to a 
“sending” Church. 

This sharing of personnel makes the UCZ an established partner in Mission with other partners. 

The Church of Scotland too has called Ministers from other continents so missionary movements are 
no longer ‘one way traffic’ but multi-directional. 

The UCZ has Ministers serving in Botswana, South Africa, Jamaica, Wales and England.   At the same 
time they have mission partners from Scotland (Keith and Ida Waddell in Lusaka), England, Zimbabwe 
and Bangladesh.    

We should pray for our brothers and sisters in the World Church and give thanks that the Christian faith 
is very much alive and growing, especially in Africa and parts of Asia. 

 

Ron Lavalette 
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Men's Group 
 
The Group had a very interesting talk from Alec Thom when it met on Tuesday 3 March.  Alec was 
speaking on behalf of the organisation behind the newly named Doon Valley Railway - the Ayrshire 
Railway Preservation Group which was felt to be too long a name for marketing purposes.  While the 
organisation started off in an old farm shed near Fenwick in1974, it is now based at Dunaskin close to 
Dalmellington. Dunaskin formed part of the very extensive rail network serving the various coal mines 
in the area. 
 
Alec gave the history of the museum and the buildings (some historic in themselves), the heritage 
machinery stored in them and the industrial locomotives the railway has. He made particular mention 
of the Shell 'Fireless' locomotive built by Andrew Barclay & Sons, Kilmarnock. The 'Fireless spent its 
entire working life at the Shell refinery in Ardrossan until its closure in 1984.  The museum acquired it 
and restored it to operating condition. Demonstrations of it running are given on certain days in the 
summer months. It is now painted in the overall dark green and black and white lining  normally used 
by Barclays and not as when received, in the bright Shell yellow with the large Pecten (scallop shell),  
used as the company logo painted red, on the front of the steam container. For more information see 
https://doonvalleyrailway.co.uk 
 
Alec was given a most appreciative vote of thanks. 
 
John Allison 
 

  

https://doonvalleyrailway.co.uk/
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Church Finance 
 
 
It was with great regret that I submitted my resignation to the Kirk Session. This is entirely due to the 
continued decline in my health. The finances are currently in a good state due to the continued 
generosity of you the congregation who attend regularly and also those who continue to see the 
church as 'their church in Ardrossan' and make a substantial contribution to our income even if they 
are now unable to attend services for one reason or another. Credit is also due to the tight control 
exercised by budget holders to remain within their allocations each year. 
 
The annual turnover of the church was estimated to be some £75,000 for the year to 31 December 
2019.  During that period a surplus of over £9,000 was generated which brought the accumulated 
surplus to just over £43,000.  While this may seem a lot, the General Trustees in Edinburgh 
recommend that churches should hold between one third and a half of their annual turnover as their 
reserve.  This can be used for emergencies that might require major repairs or replacements.  In our 
case the Property Convener has identified a list of repairs and replacements that will be required in 
the short to medium future. The Finance Committee has therefore recommended to the Session, the 
transfer of £15,000 of the surplus to the Fabric Reserve Fund. 
 
The Budget for 2020 has been reduced by almost £10,000 due to a reduction of our Ministry and 
Mission payment as a result of the current vacancy. However, an addition of of £1,000 has been 
made for expenses arising from the vacancy.  
 
It was of some concern to note a drop in income from giving in 2019 and therefore the budgeted 
income for 2020 has been reduced accordingly.  While I cannot ask for substantial increases in 
individual giving, you will realise that if we need to dip into reserves in successive years to meet our 
day to day costs, then the reserves will reduce.  
 
There is of course a major Presbytery review taking place to determine the shape of  church provision 
in the future but we shall continue to have a duty to maintain our church, manse and grounds in good 
condition until the outcome of the review is known and hopefully, thereafter. I would ask you to 
continue your support of our church and, if possible, review it. 
 
In closing, I give my sincere thanks to the members of the Finance Committee for their support and 
help during my term as Convener and, in particular, to Frances Reid our Treasurer who does so 
much to keep track of all the comings and goings of the income and expenditure.  
 
 
John Allison 
Finance Convener (rtd) 
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Living under ‘Lockdown’ 
 

Get up in the morning (perhaps not as early as 
before).   Work out what day it is.   Think about 
breakfast.   How will I fill the day?    Think about 
what to have for dinner.  Have a go at trimming my 
beard.   Try to cut my hair.   What about my nails? 
– Jill cannot come at present.   Snack too much 
from the fridge (when it is all over will my clothes 
still fit?) 
 
But also learn new skills.   Have virtual family 
gatherings on Zoom.   Go to virtual Church on a 
Sunday.   Apart from the Park reflection, I also ‘go 
to Church’ on Arran, Dundonald, Aberdeen and 
Malta where Betsi, who was a student with us, is 
our Minister there.   Malta St Andrew’s is part of 
the Presbytery of International Charges.   You can 
also ‘follow’ Mandy in her charge in the Ayr 
Presbytery. 
 
As we approach Pentecost, which celebrates the 
birth of Christ’s Church, it is useful to reflect on 
what ‘Church’ might look like in the future.   
Perhaps in some ways ‘back to the future’ – 
meeting in other ways – after all the ‘Church’ is the 
people, who sometimes meet in a building which 
we call Church. 
 
Ron Lavalette 
 

Used Stamps 

 

The 2020 Stamp Appeal is in support of 
The Women’s Development Centre 
(WDC) in Kandy, Sri Lanka. 

 

The used stamps which we collect can 
help the WDC support women and girls 
who have survived rape, sexual violence 
and family rejection, returning them to 
education or learning skills that will allow 
them to make a living. 

 

I sort and send the used stamps on a 
regular basis to our World Mission 
Stamp Project who process them for 
sale and the funds realised are used to 
support the above project. 

 

Ron Lavalette 
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Green Fingers 
 

I am writing this article for the Easter magazine and listening to the rain driving against the window and 
I find it difficult to accept that spring is around the corner and the clocks move forward one hour.  The 
volume of rain we have experienced along with the strong cold winds tends to slow plant growth except 
for weeds and grass. 

 

We are blessed at “Park” that our volunteer gardeners will soon be attending to the various sections of 
the garden creating a flowering bonanza for the congregation and the wider community to appreciate 
and enjoy.  

 

The main area of the garden is grass which requires cutting on a weekly basis.  The person responsible 
for this feat of endurance is Willie Allan who has been cutting “Park” grass for many years alongside 
his great pal, the late Sam Morrison. What a team!  

 

Not only has Willie cut grass he has also applied fertiliser, trimmed edges, trimmed bushes, raked up 
leaves and picked up litter along with many other tasks.  Willie also cuts the grass to coincide with 
funerals, christenings and weddings to ensure that Park Church looks its best for each occasion.  His 
dedication (I cannot think of a more apt word) to Park Church also includes making sure that the bins 
are put out and brought back in every Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, despite bad weather. 

 

Willie’s commitment is all the more remarkable considering that Willie is not a member of the 
congregation but, perhaps more importantly, he is a very dear friend of Park Church. As mentioned 
earlier his friendship with Sam spans many years and I am sure that many a story can be told of them. 

 

Perhaps you are wondering why I am writing about Willie at this time. Well, as some of you may already 
know, Willie and his dear wife Jean, are relocating to Cumnock to be closer to their daughter and I 
cannot think of a better reason.  Willie will now be involved in constructing two new gardens along with 
walking two dogs which will take up much of his time. 

 

All at Park Church send Willie, Jean and Rowan (Willie’s best friend) their warmest thanks and 
appreciation for their friendship and hard work over many years and wish them good health and 
happiness for the future. 

 

Bill Scott 
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South Beach House 
 
Margaret Cassidy retired from the house at the end of February. Margaret had worked at South 
Beach for 45 years. A farewell party was arranged and a good time was had by all. Guests included 
staff present and former, staff from Charis house in Edinburgh and the CEO and director of 
Crossreach.  Margaret was ooverwhelmed by all who attended and the many gifts she was given.  
Enjoy your retirement Margaret! 
 
The house still has various positions to be filled - a deputy, relief care staff and an activities co-
ordinator 
.  
Training for fire drill took place last month. The house and garden are in need of work such as 
decoration, furniture and new carpets for the house. The Three Towns growers have been contacted 
about filling troughs etc that were kindly donated by one of the families who had a relative in South 
Beach. 
 
The house retained their prestigious award for Customer Service Excellence. Well done! 
 
Maureen Greer is the new unit manager and we wish her well 
 

Margaret Massie 
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Oberammergau and the Passion Play 
 
 
As you may know, I had planned to lead a Group to the Passion Play in June of this year after the 
successful pilgrimage to the Play in 2010 led by Sheila.    (The Play is performed every 10 years).   
Due to the virus (or the plague) it has been postponed till June 2022 when the Group will be led by 
Tanya and Betsi. 
 
I was reflecting on the fact that it all began as a response to the plague (virus) or ‘black death’ which 
claimed more than a million lives throughout Saxony and Bavaria in 1631/32. 
 
For some time the village of Oberammergau had escaped the worst of the plague due, perhaps, to its 
rural location.   They had strictly enforced quarantine and had guards on duty to control access to the 
village (lockdown).   However, one night, someone who had been working away from home, crept 
back into the village to visit his family and friends and unwittingly brought the plague with him.   That 
resulted in his death and that of his wife and children and within a few months 84 adults in 
Oberammergau are known to have died. 
 
In the 17th Century, little was known of the cause of such diseases and all sorts of theories persisted.   
(Does that sound familiar?)  Some thought it must be a punishment from God for some wrongdoing.  
So an act of ‘penitence’, an expression of faith might be the answer. 
 
So in July 1633 the Village Council met in the Church and there, in prayer and in God’s presence, 
made a solemn vow to perform every ten years a Play of Christ’s Passion if God would deliver them 
from the disease.   From that day, it is recorded that no one else in Oberammergau died from the 
disease!   Since then the villagers have kept their vow and, apart from 1770 when such plays were 
banned and in 1940, due the Second World War, the people of Oberammergau have performed a 
Passion Play every ten years. 
 
And finally, an extract from one of Sheila’s prayers in 2010 after we had been at the Play...... 
 
‘Lord Jesus Christ, you have gone before us.   You ascended one hill to be transfigured and another 
to be crucified.   Call us to be with You as we met with you in the Passion Play and in the joy of Your 
resurrection.   Prepare us to meet the crises in our lives with a steadfast heart and faith in you.’ 
 
 
Ron Lavalette 
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We’re almost at the end of the magazine and hope that you have found the articles interesting, and 

perhaps even uplifting. Or maybe they’ve given you something to think about. It’s probably fair to say 

that we won’t be able to meet in our Church again for a very long time, and even when we do, it will 

not be as before. But we will one day return to our Park Church. Here’s a couple of pics that we hope 

will bring back fond memories….  
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